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Lumberton Regional – LBT                General Aviation (NPIAS) 

Lumberton, North Carolina 

Airport Diagram 
 

 
 
Source:  AOPA, August 2007 

Airport Sectional 
 

 
Source:  SkyVector.com, August 2007 

 
Introduction and Background 

The Lumberton Regional Airport is a general aviation airport located in southeastern North 
Carolina, approximately 32 miles south of Fayetteville.  Existing infrastructure and support 
services are able to accommodate most types of general aviation activity, with the existing 
runway length sufficient to support most general aviation business jets.  An overview and 
summary of existing facilities at LBT are shown below.  
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Airport Characteristics 

County Robeson Included Within the NPIAS Yes 

Runway 5,510 x 150 
4,998 x 150 

Distance to Geographic Center of 
Study Area1 43 mi (1 hr 10 min) 

Approach Type Precision Distance to Local Business District 3 mi 

Annual Operations 27,000 US Highway Within 10 Miles Yes 

Based Aircraft 35 Interstate Within 10 Miles Yes 

Fuel 100LL, Jet-A Nearest Commercial Airport Fayetteville Regional 28 mi 

Acreage 485 
Nearest General Aviation Airport 
(Public) Dillon County 21 mi 

Airspace Class G On-site NAVAIDs  LOC, ILS, NDB 

Note: 1 Geographic center of study area was determined to be Mullins, South Carolina near Marion County Airport.  Distances in statute miles and 
minutes determined from Google Map, 2007 

 
Future Development Plans 

The current CIP and ALP were used to identify short and long-term development plans for the 
airport. 
 
Short-Term Development Long-Term Development 

 Extend Taxiway A to Runway 23 end 
 Construct corporate hangars  
 Upgrade ASOS to AWOS-III 

 Strengthen Runway 5-23 to accommodate 
larger jet aircraft – up to 30,000 lbs DW 

 Construct new FBO facility 
 
Development Potential and Limiting Factors 

Lumberton Regional Airport is well-suited for further future development due to its existing airfield 
infrastructure, connectivity to Interstate 95 and other secondary highways, as well as its ability to 
serve a wide variety of general aviation aircraft.  The airport is located adjacent to Interstate 95 
that allows for quick and convenient access to larger population centers such as Fayetteville to 
the north and Florence to the south.  Although Lumberton Regional is equipped with precision 
approach capability, it could realize traffic leakage to several other competing area airports. 
 
Development Potential Limiting Factors 

 Significant excess operational capacity  
 Runway length for general aviation jets 
 Multiple runways 
 Precision approach 

 Limited business development nearby 
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Marion County – MAO                                             General Aviation (NPIAS) 

Marion, South Carolina 

Airport Diagram 
 

 
 
Source:  AOPA, August 2007 

Airport Sectional 
 

 
Source:  SkyVector.com, August 2007 

 
Introduction and Background 

The Marion County Airport is a general aviation airport located in northeastern South Carolina, 
approximately 43 miles inland from the coast and 16 miles from the North Carolina state border.  
Limited infrastructure and services are available at the airport.  An overview and summary of 
existing facilities at MAO are shown below.  
 

Airport Characteristics 

County Marion Included Within the NPIAS Yes 

Runway 4,503 x 100 
Distance to Geographic Center of Study 
Area1 6 mi (9 min) 

Approach Type Non-Precision Distance to Local Business District 3 mi 

Annual Operations 6,450 US Highway Within 10 Miles Yes 

Based Aircraft 10 Interstate Within 10 Miles Proposed 

Fuel 100LL, Jet-A Nearest Commercial Airport Florence Regional 23 mi 

Acreage 130 
Nearest General Aviation Airport 
(Public) Dillon County 19 mi 

Airspace Class G On-site NAVAIDs  NDB 

Note: 1 Geographic center of study area was determined to be Mullins, South Carolina near Marion County Airport.  Distances in statute miles and 
minutes determined from Google Map, 2007 
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Future Development Plans 

The current CIP and ALP were used to identify short and long-term development plans for the 
airport. 
 
Short-Term Development Long-Term Development 

 Construct t-hangars 
 Expand apron 

 Install AWOS 
 Install VGSI 

 
Development Potential and Limiting Factors 

A combination of location and developable property adjacent to the airport offers Marion County 
Airport room for future expansion.  Two divided US Highways (Highways 501 and 76) intersect 
near the airport and provide good surface access to different parts of the study area.  Moreover, 
the Marion County Airport is situated near the proposed I-73 corridor.  While the airport is not 
capacity-constrained, a limiting growth factor includes the lack of an established business district 
in the vicinity of the airport.    
 
Development Potential Limiting Factors 

 Significant excess operational capacity 
 Ability to serve general aviation jet aircraft 
 Convenient US highway access 
 Nearby proposed I-73 corridor 

 Limited business development nearby 
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Laurinburg-Maxton Airport – MEB               General Aviation (NPIAS) 

Maxton, North Carolina 

Airport Diagram 
 

 
 
Source:  AOPA, August 2007 

Airport Sectional 
 

 
Source:  SkyVector.com, August 2007 

 
Introduction and Background 

The Laurinburg-Maxton Airport is a general aviation airport located in southeastern North 
Carolina roughly between the cities of Florence and Fayetteville, approximately 12 miles from the 
South Carolina state border.  Existing infrastructure and support services are able to 
accommodate most types of general aviation activities, including general aviation business jets.  
An overview and summary of existing facilities at MEB are shown below.   
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Airport Characteristics 

County Scotland Included Within the NPIAS Yes 

Runway 6,489 x 150 
3,753 x 150 

Distance to Geographic Center of Study 
Area1 47mi (1 hr 36 min) 

Approach Type Precision Distance to Local Business District 3 mi 

Annual Operations 30,000 US Highway Within 10 Miles Yes 

Based Aircraft 27 Interstate Within 10 Miles Proposed 

Fuel 100LL, Jet-A Nearest Commercial Airport Fayetteville Regional 31 mi 

Acreage 4,290 
Nearest General Aviation Airport 
(Public) Lumberton Municipal 22 mi 

Airspace Class G On-site NAVAIDs LOC, ILS 

Note: 1 Geographic center of study area was determined to be Mullins, South Carolina near Marion County Airport.  Distances in statute miles and 
minutes determined from Google Map, 2007 

 

Future Development Plans  

The current CIP and ALP were used to identify short and long-term development plans for the 
airport. 
 
Short-Term Development Long-Term Development 

 Construct conventional hangar 
 Construct t-hangars 

 Reestablish/extend Runway 13-31 4,747 ft 
(8,500 ft total) 

 Install MALSR on Runway 13-31 
 
Development Potential and Limiting Factors 

Laurinburg-Maxton Airport has the longest runway among the general aviation airports within the 
study area.  Additionally, the airport’s total acreage is the largest in area among all of the study 
area airports, giving MEB significant developable property for future expansion.  Of particular 
note, the airfield can accommodate all general aviation jet aircraft, is equipped with precision 
approach capabilities, and is located near the proposed I-73 corridor.  A key limiting factor for 
MEB is the presence of competing airports within a 30-mile radius of the airport. 
 
Development Potential Limiting Factors 

 Significant excess operational capacity  
 Adequate runway length for general 

aviation business jets  
 Multiple runways 
 Precision approach 
 Developable land for expansion 

 Several competing airports within 30 miles 
 Limited business development nearby 
 Distant from coastal tourism base 
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Myrtle Beach International – MYR        Commercial Service (NPIAS) 

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 

Airport Diagram 
 

 
 
Source:  AOPA, August 2007 

Airport Sectional 
 

 
Source:  SkyVector.com, August 2007 

 
Introduction and Background 

The Myrtle Beach International Airport is a commercial service airport located on the coast of 
northeastern South Carolina just outside the city of Myrtle Beach.  Coastal tourism enhances 
traffic volume at the airport and a large volume of charter activity operates seasonally in addition 
to scheduled, year-round service.  This airport also has an air traffic control tower to handle 
activity.  An overview and summary of existing facilities at MYR are shown below.  
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Airport Characteristics 

County Horry Included Within the NPIAS Yes 

Runway 9,503 x 150 
Distance to Geographic Center of Study 
Area1 55 mi (1 hr 24 min) 

Approach Type Precision Distance to Local Business District 3 mi  

Annual Operations 62,748 US Highway Within 10 Miles Yes 

Based Aircraft 45 Interstate Within 10 Miles Proposed 

Fuel 100 LL, Jet-A Nearest Other Commercial Airport Florence 58 mi 

Acreage 3,795 
Nearest General Aviation Airport 
(Public) Grand Strand 15 mi 

Airspace Class C/E On-site NAVAIDs  LOC, ILS 

Enplanements (06) 723,900 Approach Lighting System MALSR 

Number of Airlines 6 + Charters Passenger Terminal Size 128,000 sf 

Number of Gates 7 Largest Scheduled Aircraft Airbus A321 

Number of 
Destinations 10 (13 on Sat) US Customs No 

Number of Daily 
Flights (avg) 31 (40 on Sat) Air Cargo Facility No 

Note: 1 Geographic center of study area was determined to be Mullins, South Carolina near Marion County Airport.  Distances in statute miles and 
minutes determined from Google Map, 2007 

 
 
Future Development Plans  
 
The current CIP and ALP were used to identify short and long-term development plans for the 
airport. 
 
Short-Term Development Long-Term Development 

 Terminal renovation/expansion 
 High-speed taxiway exits (Alpha/Bravo) 
 Runway overlay 
 ARFF building construction 

 Terminal improvements 
 Runway extension 
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Development Potential and Limiting Factors 

Myrtle Beach International Airport serves a variety of aircraft operations and is situated near the 
largest population base within the study area.  The airport has potential to grow in the future and 
to accommodate additional operational activity.  However, the passenger terminal is currently 
operating at near capacity, and efforts to expand the terminal or to build a new terminal to meet 
the projected passenger demand have not been successful.  Peak arrival traffic at MYR occurs 
between 10am and 3pm, with a peak arrival hour of 11 flights between 12pm and 1pm.  This 
peak hour constrains terminal capacity and throughput.   Another peak begins slightly before 6pm 
and runs through 10pm.   Though the airfield is currently able to accommodate additional 
operational traffic volumes, the existing passenger terminal building allows for only limited growth 
in commercial activity at MYR.  The airport is currently assessing the feasibility of expanding the 
existing terminal building to accommodate existing and future demand.  However, until 
considerable capacity-enhancing projects are underway, long-term growth at MYR is limited. 
 
It is also critical to acknowledge that MYR is located within an area of explosive residential and 
commercial development.  Significant development has occurred and continues to occur on all 
sides of the airport.  Such development could result in the airport becoming “land-locked” in terms 
of available areas for potential future expansion. 
 
Development Potential Limiting Factors 

 Significant excess operational capacity 
 Local tourism base 
 Existing infrastructure 
 Developable land is already owned 
 Existing commercial air service 
 Nearby proposed I-73 corridor 

 Encroaching residential and commercial 
development 

 Community relations 
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Grand Strand Airport – CRE                         General Aviation (NPIAS) 

North Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 

Airport Diagram 
 

 
Source:  AOPA, August 2007 

Airport Sectional 
 

Source:  SkyVector.com, August 2007 

 
Introduction and Background 

The Grand Strand Airport is a general aviation airport located on the coast of northeastern South 
Carolina, approximately 12 miles northeast of Myrtle Beach.  Its coastal location in terms of 
proximity to tourism and population centers enhances the traffic volume at the airport.  This 
airport has an air traffic control tower capable of handling increased activities.  An overview and 
summary of existing facilities at CRE are shown below.  
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Airport Characteristics 

County Horry Included Within the NPIAS Yes 

Runway 5,996 x 100 
Distance to Geographic Center of Study 
Area1 62 mi (1 hr 29 min) 

Approach Type Precision Distance to Local Business District 1 mi 

Annual Operations 41,345 US Highway Within 10 Miles Yes 

Based Aircraft 48 Interstate Within 10 Miles Proposed 

Fuel 100 LL, Jet-A Nearest Commercial Airport Myrtle Beach 15 mi 

Acreage 430 
Nearest General Aviation Airport 
(Public) 

Conway-Horry County 23 
mi 

Airspace Class D On-site NAVAIDs VOR, LOC, ILS 

Note: 1 Geographic center of study area was determined to be Mullins, South Carolina near Marion County Airport.  Distances in statute miles and 
minutes determined from Google Map, 2007 

 
Future Development Plans 

The current CIP and ALP were used to identify short and long-term development plans for the 
airport. 
 
Short-Term Development Long-Term Development 

 Re-align parallel taxiway 
 Hangar rehabilitation 
 Fuel farm construction 

 T-hangar construction 
 Conventional hangar construction 
 Expand aircraft apron 

 
Development Potential and Limiting Factors 

Grand Strand Airport is situated near major tourism centers along the coast, as well as a large 
population base that extends from Myrtle Beach into neighboring North Carolina.  Airfield 
infrastructure enables the airport to accommodate corporate and other general aviation jet 
aircraft.  The airport is equipped with precision instrument approach capabilities.  However, key 
limiting growth factors for CRE include increased residential encroachment and geographical 
constraints which preclude any large-scale airport expansion. 
 
Development Potential Limiting Factors 

 Local tourism base 
 Precision approach capability 
 Serves large population base 
 Nearby proposed I-73 corridor 

 Topographical constraint: intercoastal 
waterway 

 Significant residential encroachment 
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Brunswick County – SUT                         General Aviation (NPIAS) 

Oak Island, North Carolina 

Airport Diagram 
 

 
 
Source:  AOPA, August 2007 

Airport Sectional 
 

 
Source:  SkyVector.com, August 2007 

 
Introduction and Background 

The Brunswick County Airport is a general aviation airport located in eastern North Carolina on 
the coast.  Existing infrastructure and support services are able to accommodate most types of 
general aviation activity.  The existing runway length, however, limits general aviation jet 
operations.  An overview and summary of existing facilities at SUT are shown below.  
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Airport Characteristics 

County Brunswick Included Within the NPIAS Yes 

Runway 4,301 x 100 
Distance to Geographic Center of 
Study Area1 90 mi (2 hr 30 min) 

Approach Type Non-Precision Distance to Local Business District 1 mi 

Annual Operations 40,100 US Highway Within 10 Miles No 

Based Aircraft 39 Interstate Within 10 Miles No 

Fuel 100LL, Jet-A Nearest Commercial Airport Wilmington International 26 
mi 

Acreage 117 
Nearest General Aviation Airport 
(Public) Odell Williamson 21 mi 

Airspace Class G On-site NAVAIDs  NDB 

Note: 1 Geographic center of study area was determined to be Mullins, South Carolina near Marion County Airport.  Distances in statute miles and 
minutes determined from Google Map, 2007 

 
Future Development Plans 

The current CIP and ALP were used to identify short and long-term development plans for the 
airport. 
 
Short-Term Development Long-Term Development 

 Partial parallel taxiway 
 Additional t-hangars 
 Install AWOS 

 Full parallel taxiway 
 Additional corporate hangars 

 
Development Potential and Limiting Factors 

Brunswick County Airport is situated along the North Carolina coast near coastal tourism and 
population centers.  The airport does not have direct surface access to the US Interstate system.  
Nearby competing airports such as Ocean Isle Beach and Wilmington International may limit 
growth in aviation demand for this airport.  Moreover, other development constraints include 
surrounding residential areas and wetlands.     
 
Development Potential Limiting Factors 

 Runway capable of serving most general 
aviation aircraft 

 Close to coastal tourism/population areas 

 Lack of interstate access 
 Limited business development nearby 
 Lack of  surrounding compatible land-use  
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Odell Williamson Municipal – 60J                        General Aviation (NPIAS) 

Ocean Isle Beach, North Carolina 

Airport Diagram 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNAVAILABLE 
 

Airport Sectional 
 

 
Source:  SkyVector.com, August 2007 

 
Introduction and Background 

The Odell Williamson Municipal Airport is a general aviation airport located in eastern North 
Carolina.  This airport is adjacent to the coast.  Existing infrastructure and support services are 
able to accommodate most types of general aviation activity.  An overview and summary of 
existing facilities at 60J are shown below.  
 

Airport Characteristics 

County Brunswick Included Within the NPIAS Yes 

Runway 4,000 
Distance to Geographic Center of Study 
Area1 66 mi (1 hr 57 min) 

Approach Type Visual Distance to Local Business District 1 mi 

Annual Operations 16,700 US Highway Within 10 Miles Yes 

Based Aircraft 35 Interstate Within 10 Miles No 

Fuel 100LL, Jet-A Nearest Commercial Airport Myrtle Beach  33 mi 

Acreage 25 
Nearest General Aviation Airport 
(Public) Grand Strand 18 mi 

Airspace Class G On-site NAVAIDs  None 

Note: 1 Geographic center of study area was determined to be Mullins, South Carolina near Marion County Airport.  Distances in statute miles and 
minutes determined from Google Map, 2007 
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Future Development Plans 

The current CIP and ALP were used to identify short and long-term development plans for the 
airport. 
 
Short-Term Development Long-Term Development 

 Construct t-hangars 
 Install rotating beacon 

 Expand FBO facilities 

 
Development Potential and Limiting Factors 

Odell Williamson Municipal Airport is situated along the coast, close to the tourism and population 
centers that extend from Myrtle Beach northward into North Carolina.  However, surrounding 
residential development would complicate any large-scale airport expansion.  The airport has 
limited surface access capabilities, and no direct link to an established business center or 
Interstate highway. 
 
Development Potential Limiting Factors 

 Can accommodate most general aviation 
aircraft 

 Nearby surrounding coastal tourism base 
 

 Lack of interstate access 
 Limited business development nearby 
 Lack of adjacent developable land 
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Pageland Airport – PYG                 General Aviation (NPIAS) 

Pageland, South Carolina 

Airport Diagram 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Source:  AOPA, August 2007 

Airport Sectional 
 

Source:  SkyVector.com, August 2007 
 
Introduction and Background 

The Pageland Airport is a general aviation airport located approximately 50 miles northwest of 
Florence and six miles south of the North Carolina state border in Chesterfield County, South 
Carolina.  Limited infrastructure and airfield facilities are available at the airport.  An overview and 
summary of existing facilities at PYG are shown in the following table.  
 

Airport Characteristics 

County Chesterfield Included Within the NPIAS Yes 

Runway 3,395 x 60 
Distance to Geographic Center of Study 
Area1 100 mi (2 hrs 41 min) 

Approach Type Non-Precision Distance to Local Business District 3 mi 

Annual Operations 2,300 US Highway Within 10 Miles Yes 

Based Aircraft 9 Interstate Within 10 Miles No 

Fuel None Nearest Commercial Airport Charlotte–Douglas 
International 50 mi 

Acreage 20 
Nearest General Aviation Airport 
(Public) Kirk Air Base 20 mi 

Airspace Class G On-site NAVAIDs  NDB 

Note: 1 Geographic center of study area was determined to be Mullins, South Carolina near Marion County Airport.  Distances in statute miles and 
minutes determined from Google Map, 2007 
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Future Development Plans 

The current CIP and ALP were used to identify short and long-term development plans for the 
airport. 
 
Short-Term Development Long-Term Development 

 Construct fuel facility 
 Construct general aviation terminal  
 Construct t-hangars 

 Construct full parallel taxiway  
 Helicopter parking areas 
 Extend Runway 3-21 1,100 ft (4,495 ft 

total) 
 
Development Potential and Limiting Factors 

Pageland Airport is located on the northwest periphery of the study area.  The airport is not 
connected into the US Interstate system, although US Highway 601 is located nearby. The 
airport is within about 50 miles of an existing large hub commercial service airport in Charlotte.  
The lack of an established business district in the vicinity of the airport is limiting factor for the 
airport’s growth potential.   
 
Development Potential Limiting Factors 

 Significant excess operational capacity 
 Fifty miles from Charlotte, NC 

 Lack of interstate access 
 Distant from coastal tourism areas 
 Limited business development nearby 
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Huggins Memorial – 58J                                  General Aviation (Non-NPIAS) 

Timmonsville, South Carolina                                      Privately - owned, Public - use 

Airport Diagram 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNAVAILABLE 
 

Airport Sectional 
 

 
Source:  SkyVector.com, August 2007 

 
Introduction and Background 

The Huggins Memorial Airport is a privately-owned, public-use general aviation airport located in 
northeastern South Carolina, approximately 10 miles southwest of Florence.  Limited 
infrastructure and services are available at the airport, and all airfield facilities at this airport are 
unpaved.  An overview and summary of existing facilities at 58J are shown below.  
 

Airport Characteristics 

County Florence Included Within the NPIAS No 

Runway 3,090 x 150 
Distance to Geographic Center of 
Study Area1 41 mi (1 hr 3 min) 

Approach Type Visual Distance to Local Business District 1 mi 

Annual Operations 4,200 US Highway Within 10 Miles Yes 

Based Aircraft 42 Interstate Within 10 Miles Yes 

Fuel None Nearest Commercial Airport Florence Regional 12 mi 

Acreage 59 
Nearest General Aviation Airport 
(Public) Lake City Municipal 22 mi 

Airspace Class G On-site NAVAIDs  None 

Note: 1 Geographic center of study area was determined to be Mullins, South Carolina near Marion County Airport.  Distances in statute miles and 
minutes determined from Google Map, 2007 



   APPENDIX B – AIRPORT SUMMARIES 

NESA AIRPORT STUDY  B-54 

Future Development Plans 

Future development plans cannot be fully evaluated for Huggins Memorial since privately-owned 
airports are not required to develop an ALP or CIP.  Note that privately-owned facilities are also 
ineligible for federal funding.  However, an assessment of future growth potential was ascertained 
from various sources including, but not limited to, local and county government publications, 
aerial photography, and GIS applications. 
 
Development Potential and Limiting Factors 

Existing land area allows the Huggins Memorial Airport the opportunity to serve higher levels of 
demand than are currently being experienced at the airport.  With only a turf runway, the size and 
weight of aircraft able to use the facility are limited.  While the airport has opportunities for future 
expansion, key limiting growth factors include ownership issues and the considerable distance 
from the tourism base in the study area.  This airport is not currently eligible for federal funding; 
as a result, airport development potential is limited to local, state, and/or private sources. 
 
Development Potential Limiting Factors 

 Expandable existing land area   No paved infrastructure 
 Private ownership 
 Non-NPIAS 
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Columbus County Municipal – CPC                        General Aviation (NPIAS) 

Whiteville, North Carolina 

Airport Diagram 
 

 
 
Source:  AOPA, August 2007 

Airport Sectional 
 

 
Source:  SkyVector.com, August 2007 

 
Introduction and Background 

The Columbus County Municipal Airport is a general aviation airport located in southeastern 
North Carolina, approximately 14 miles from the South Carolina state border and 31 miles inland 
from the coast.  Existing infrastructure and support services are able to accommodate most types 
of general aviation activity, with the existing runway length being sufficient for general aviation 
business jets operations.  An overview and summary of existing facilities at CPC are shown 
below.  
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Airport Characteristics 

County Columbus Included Within the NPIAS Yes 

Runway 5,500 x 75 
Distance to Geographic Center of Study 
Area1 44 mi (1 hr 12 min) 

Approach Type Non-Precision Distance to Local Business District 3 mi 

Annual Operations 11,500 US Highway Within 10 Miles Yes 

Based Aircraft 11 Interstate Within 10 Miles Proposed 

Fuel 100LL, Jet-A  Nearest Commercial Airport Wilmington International  
47 mi 

Acreage 166 
Nearest General Aviation Airport 
(Public) Twin City Airport 16 mi 

Airspace Class G On-site NAVAIDs  NDB 

Note: 1 Geographic center of study area was determined to be Mullins, South Carolina near Marion County Airport.  Distances in statute miles and 
minutes determined from Google Map, 2007 

 

Future Development Plans 

The current CIP and ALP were used to identify short and long-term development plans for the 
airport. 

Short-Term Development Long-Term Development 
 Taxiway turnaround at Runway 23 end 
 Expand apron 

 Full parallel taxiway  
 T-hangars and corporate hangars 

 
Development Potential and Limiting Factors 

Ample runway length and airside infrastructure allow Columbus County Regional Airport to serve 
a variety of aircraft types, including general aviation business jets.  The proposed I-73 corridor will 
offer quick and easy access to the US Interstate system.  Land surrounding the airport is primarily 
agricultural, with limited residential development constraining future airport development.   
 

Development Potential Limiting Factors 
 Significant excess operational capacity 
 Sufficient runway length to accommodate 

general aviation jets 
 Limited surrounding development 

 Limited business development nearby 
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Wilmington International – ILM        Commercial Service (NPIAS) 

Wilmington, North Carolina 

Airport Diagram 
 

 
 
Source:  AOPA, August 2007 

Airport Sectional 
 

 
Source:  SkyVector.com, August 2007 

 
Introduction and Background 

The Wilmington International Airport is a commercial service airport located on the coast of 
southeastern North Carolina in close proximity to the region’s tourism and population centers.  
The Wilmington International Airport offers abundant services and facilities for a wide variety of 
aviation activity, including an air traffic control tower. The airport’s two runways are capable of 
handling large commercial jets; each runway also has an instrument landing system.  An 
overview and summary of existing facilities at ILM are shown below.  
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Airport Characteristics 

County New Hanover Included Within the NPIAS Yes 

Runway 8,016 x 150 
7,004 x 150 

Distance to Geographic Center of Study 
Area1 88 mi (2 hr 9 min) 

Approach Type Precision Distance to Local Business District 3 mi  

Annual Operations 68,415 US Highway Within 10 Miles Yes 

Based Aircraft 142 Interstate Within 10 Miles Yes 

Fuel 100 LL, Jet-A Nearest Other Commercial Airport Myrtle Beach 72 mi 

Acreage 1,800 
Nearest General Aviation Airport 
(Public) Brunswick County 26 mi 

Airspace Class D/E/G 
(TRSA) On-site NAVAIDs  LOC, ILS 

Enplanements (2006) 322,524 Approach Lighting System MALSR 

Number of Airlines 2 Passenger Terminal Size  

Number of Gates 8 Largest Scheduled Aircraft Boeing 737-400 

Number of 
Destinations 5 US Customs Yes 

Number of Daily 
Flights (avg) 24 Air Cargo Facility No 

Note: 1 Geographic center of study area was determined to be Mullins, South Carolina near Marion County Airport.  Distances in statute miles and 
minutes determined from Google Map, 2007 

 
Future Development Plans 

The current CIP and ALP were used to identify short and long-term development plans for the 
airport. 
 
Short-Term Development Long-Term Development 

 Expand general aviation apron 
 Construct new general aviation terminal 
 Land acquisition 
 Install ILS to Runway 6-24 

 Construct international passenger terminal 
 Construct parallel runway 17L/35R for 

commercial aircraft use (7,000 ft x 100 ft) 
 Land acquisition 
 Expand domestic terminal by 8 gates 

(including 3 loading bridges) 
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Development Potential and Limiting Factors 

Wilmington International Airport benefits from multiple runways capable of serving commercial 
aircraft, good interstate surface access, and developable land areas available for future 
expansion.  However, some constraints could limit significant airport expansion.  While not 
located immediately adjacent to the airport, there is considerable residential development within 
several miles of the airport.  In addition to residential impacts, wetlands comprised of small creeks 
and a river is situated on the south side of the airport.  Wilmington International is on the 
periphery of the study area; therefore, its catchment area also extends well beyond the study 
area boundaries into North Carolina.   
 
Significant development plans at ILM include the construction of an international terminal with 
customs facilities to accommodate rising demand for international services.  Moreover, plans to 
extend the existing domestic terminal include the development of an additional pier to 
accommodate eight more gates as well as a larger apron.    
 
Development Potential Limiting Factors 

 Significant excess operational capacity 
 Existing infrastructure 
 Multiple runways 
 Interstate access 
 Land available for development 

 Notable distance from center of study 
 Residential impacts with large-scale airport 

expansion 
 Wetland impacts with large-scale airport 

expansion 
 




